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afford a good general survey of the field. The whole of the material is not 
presented, but rather such a selection as bears repeated testimony to the 
skill and taste of the editors. The common assertion, that the ancients 
lacked the ability to observe nature closely is repeatedly contradicted by 
these coins and gems. The general impression of each animal is truly 
given just as it would appear to one who had been used to seeing it from 
his youth but had not paid especial attention to its separate members. 
The identification of many of the forms is, hence, often uncertain, as the 
slight differences of species are omitted or indistinctly shown. A valuable 
part of the work is the lists of types that occur but are not shown in the 
book itself. — A. Pfeiffer, in Woch.f. Mass. Philol., 1889, No. 46. 

R. Grundmann. Uber 98 in Attika gefundene Henkelinsehriften auf 
grieehisehen Thongefassen. Leipzig, 1889 ; Teubner. 

The author publishes here for the first time a collection of inscriptions 
on vase-handles at present in the Japanese Palace at Dresden. Of these, 
82 belong to vases of Knidian manufacture, 14 come from Rhodos, and a 
few from Paros and Thasos. In the first part is given an illustrated list 
of the inscriptions, together with a careful restoration and commentary of 
them by the aid of cognate material. In the next section advantage is 
taken of previous work by Stephani, Becker and Dumont. Rhodos, Kni- 
dos, Thasos, and Olbia are the main centres of the manufacture and export. 
In regard to the names stamped on the vases, the writer believes the first 
to be that of a state official, the second that of the /cepa/tevs or potter : the 
first identification is made probable by the analogy of coins. It is at times 
difficult to make a distinction between official and private marks, the latter 
names being often found by the side of the former. The names are not 
always on one handle, but are sometimes divided between them, so that on 
one appears the main stamp of the officials sometimes with title and pro- 
venience, on the other, the subsidiary stamp of the maker or makers. — 
R. Hirsch, in Woch.f. Mass. Philol., 1890, No. 16. 

V. Laloux. L' Architecture Grecque. 8vo, pp. 304. Paris, 1888 ; 
Quantin. 

It is unfortunate that the Bibliotheque de V Enseignement des Beaux-Arts 
should not be represented by a stronger book on Greek architecture. One 
needs merely to glance at page 9 of this little volume and read the author's 
list of the most important publications on Greek architecture, to obtain a 
fair sample of the inadequacy, inaccuracy, and lack of discrimination which 
characterize the remainder of the volume. M. Laloux evidently belongs 
to that class of Frenchmen whose patriotism permits them to mention a 
few German and English sources of information, provided he makes little 
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or no use of them and cites their titles inaccurately. The book is written 
by a practical architect, and we might well disregard its bibliographic and 
archaeologic deficiencies (though it is rather sad to see the most antiquated 
information still treated as the most important) if only the author would 
supply in its place information of practical importance. But even here 
the book is sadly lacking. The illustrations are numerous, but poor and 
misleading; the definitions and descriptions show also a confusion of 
thought, which is most unfortunate, as an elementary treatise should at 
least state clearly the fundamental notions of the subject. 

The instances of inaccuracies in this volume are too numerous to receive 
serious treatment. But sometimes the author's lack of knowledge seems 
to be deliberate. Thus, in speaking of Tiryns, he tells us, with perfect 
confidence, that the walls were built about the xiv century and that the 
galleries there afford us the most ancient (!) experiment in vaulted (!) con- 
struction — such information had been sanctioned by centuries of ignorance. 
But, though he knows of a French translation of Schliemann's Tiryns, the 
excavations have " no special interest from an architectural point of view." 
So, he republishes the vacant old plan of the acropolis made before the 
excavations had been undertaken. Again, since Hittorf and Zanth, Ar- 
chitecture antique de la Sidle, is one of the few French works cited in the 
list, he might have consulted the work to advantage : on p. 79 he refers to 
" the old temple " and to " the more recent temple " of Selinous, as if ac- 
quainted with only two ; though on p. 188 he says " there are six temples 
known at Selinous, of which it is difficult to distinguish the plans in the 
great mass of ruins which cover the ground." Had he referred to Hittorf, 
he might have found seven of the temples of Selinous carefully distin- 
guished and described. 

Several of the more important volumes of this series have already been 
translated into English, and we believe the demand for a good handbook 
on Greek architecture strong enough to have found for this, also, a trans- 
lator. But the contents of the volume do not merit it. — A. M. 

Jules Martha. II Art Mrusque. Illustr6 de 4 planches en cou- 
leurs et de 400 gravures dans le texte, d'apres les originaux ou d'apres 
les documents les plus authentiques. 8vo, pp. 635. Paris, 1889 ; 
Firmin-Didot. 

This work was written in view of the subject proposed by the French 
Acadimie des Inscriptions et Belles- Lettres : " Critical study of the extant 
works of Etruscan art ; origins of this art ; its influence on Roman art." 
It was crowned by the Academy in November, 1887, and was in some points 
remodelled before publication. The author had already published a hand- 
book on the subject, Manuel d' Archeologie Mrusque et Romaine; in which 



